Amillennialism

(the “millennium” = the present church age; Christ and martyrs
reign from heaven now; one climactic return/judgment)

AN OUTLINE OF AMILLENNIALISM
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Distinctive Features and Emphases

1. The “a” millennial (literally meaning “no” millennium) position is the
eschatological view of historic Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed Christianity.
Perhaps two-thirds of professing Christians/Catholics espouse an amillennial
eschatology.



2. Amillennialists insist that the promises made to national Israel, David and
Abraham, in the OT are fulfilled by Christ and the Church during this age, which is
the millennium, that is the entire period of time between the two advents of our
Lord. The “thousand years” are therefore symbolic of the entire inter-advental
age. Satan is bound by Christ’s victory over him and the establishment of the
kingdom of God via the preaching of the gospel, and Satan is no longer free to
deceive the nations. At the end of the millennial age, Christ returns in judgement
of all men. The general resurrection occurs, final judgement takes place for all
men and women, and a new Heaven and Earth are established.

3. In most forms of amillennialism, immediately before the return of Christ, Satan is
unbound, there is a great apostasy, and a time of unprecedented, Satanically
inspired evil. This last Satanic gasp and subsequent rebellious activity is
destroyed by our Lord at his return.

4. In order to come to an amillennial timeline of eschatological events, a
recapitulation view of the book of Revelation is taken.8 Instead of the book being
primarily chronological, it is viewed as John repeating the same events (primarily
the end of the world) from different angles, as seen in the seven seals (Rev
4:1-8:5), trumpets (8:6-11:19), and bowls (15:1-16:21), the interlude of Revelation
12-14, Revelation 19, Revelation 20, and possibly other passages. This allows for
Revelation 20, which details the millennial reign of Christ, to happen before
Revelation 19, which details Christ's second coming.

Texts used in support

e Mt 12:28-29 — “Kingdom...has come”; binding the strong man read as Satan’s
present restraint.

e Lk 17:20-21 — Kingdom “in your midst”; present, non-geopolitical reign.
e Jn 5:25 — “The hour now is when the dead hear”; first resurrection = new birth.

e Eph 2:5-6; Col 1:13 — Believers already raised/seated with Christ; already
transferred to His kingdom.

e Acts 2:29-36 — Davidic kingship fulfilled in Christ’s present heavenly reign.



e Heb 12:22-24 — We've come to Zion now; the locus of the kingdom is heavenly.

e Rev 20:1-6 — Read symbolically: “thousand years” = present age; thrones in
heaven; first resurrection = spiritual.

e Rev 20:7-10 — A brief, final rebellion before judgment; matches a single
consummation.

e 2Pet 3:8 — “Athousand years...as one day”; supports non-literal “thousand
years.”

e Deuterocanon — Wis 3:1-8 — Righteous rule the nations; often read as
spiritual/heavenly vindication.

Texts commonly raised against it

e Rev 19:11-20:6 — Sequential reading: Parousia then an earthly reign with bodily
resurrection.

e Isa 65:20-25 — Death/childbirth in a future golden age don't fit the eternal state.

e Zech 14:16-19 — Nations keep Sukkot in Jerusalem; looks like historical time,
not heaven.

e Lk 1:32-33; Isa 9:7 — David's throne promises taken as concrete rule.
e Acts 1:6—-7 — Jesus doesn't rebuke the expectation of national restoration.
e Rev 5:10; 1 Cor 6:2-3 — Reign/judgment on earth by the saints.

e Rom 11:25-27 — A future, corporate turning of Israel seems still ahead.




Postmillennialism

(gospel success gradually leavens history; Christ returns after a
long era of widespread righteousness/peace)

AN OUTLINE OF POSTMILLENNIALISM
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Distinctive Features and Emphases

1. Postmillennialism is the view that Christ will return at the end of the millennium.
In some ways, this view is very similar to amillennialism. Like amillennialists, the
millennium is not a literal 1000 years, but simply a long time period. During this
time, Christ will not be physically ruling on the earth but spiritually in the hearts of
those who submit to Christ. Both views come from taking a figurative
interpretation of texts which deal with the millennium instead of a literal
interpretation of them.



2. Unlike amillennialism and premillennialism that believe the current age will
ultimately get worse and worse before Christ comes, postmillennialism believes
this age will get better and better until Christ comes. In fact, the millennium will
begin at some point between Christ’s first and second coming, after a long period
of growing righteousness on the earth which affects every aspect of
society—economic, social, political, religious, and cultural.

3. During the millennium, Satan will be bound in the sense of his inability to stop the
gospel from spreading and its transforming effect on society

Texts used in support

e Mt 28:18-20 — All authority given to Christ; Great Commission framed for
success.

e Mt 13:31-33 — Mustard seed/leaven: kingdom growth from small to pervasive.
e Ps 22:27-28 — All ends of the earth turn and worship.

e Ps 72 — The king's dominion to sea-to-sea, justice and flourishing.

e Isa 2:2-4; Mic 4:1-4 — Nations stream to Zion, swords to plowshares.

e Hab 2:14 — Earth filled with knowledge of the LORD.

e Dan 2:34-35,44-45 — Stone becomes a mountain filling the earth; kingdom
expands in history.

e 1 Cor 15:25-26 — Christ must reign until all enemies are subdued before the
end.

e Rev 11:15 — Kingdoms of the world become Christ’s; historical consummation
language.

e Deuterocanon — Bar 4:36-5:6 — Zion's vindication before the nations, read
optimistically.

Texts commonly raised against it



e Mt 24:9-14 — End-time tribulation and apostasy preceding the end.
e 2Tim 3:1-5 — “Last days” marked by widespread moral decline.
e 2 Thess 2:1-12 — Apostasy/Man of Lawlessness before the Day of the Lord.

e Lk 18:8 — “Will the Son of Man find faith on earth?” — sobering rhetorical
question.

e Rev 13 — Beast's global authority contradicts triumphalist trajectory.
e Mt 7:13-14 — Few on the narrow way; cuts against statistical optimism.

e Rev 20:7-10 — Even after a long season, a global revolt occurs.

Historic (a.k.a. Classical) Premillennialism

(Christ returns before a future, earthly millennium; one people of
God, often post-trib rapture)

AN OUTLINE OF HISTORIC PREMILLENNIALISM
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Distinctive Features and Emphases

1. Itis claimed that historic or classical premillennialism is the oldest
eschatological view—held by the majority of the church in its first 200 years.
Many of the early church fathers held the view, including Ignatius (50-115) and
Polycarp (70-167) who were instructed by John the apostle, the author of
Revelation.

2. Typical tenants of the position are that there will be a tribulation period on the
earth. When Christ returns, there will be a post-tribulational rapture of saints.
Saints that are dead will be resurrected, and living saints will receive glorified
bodies. Then, Christ will establish his rule on earth, which will last for 1000 years
(Rev 19-20).

3. Revelation is read chronologically or mostly chronologically.

4. Atthe time or just before Christ returns to the earth to establish his kingdom, the
nation of Israel will repent of their sins and accept their messiah (Zech
12:10-13:2, Rom 11:26-27).

5. The wicked will be immediately judged and thrown into gehenna, but less
hardened Gentile survivors will be made subject to Christ and allowed to enter
the millennium (Zechariah 14:16; Daniel 7:12). This will allow for people with
unglorified bodies to enter into Christ’'s millennial kingdom and have children (Is
11:8-9, 65:17-20), some of which will eventually rebel against Christ (Rev 20:7-9).

Texts used in support

e Rev19:11-21 — 20:1-6 — Parousia, then millennium; two-stage sequence.
e Rev 20:4-6 — First resurrection looks bodily; saints reign 1000 years.
e Isa 65:20-25 — Long life yet death; fits a transitional era.

e Zech 14:4-9,16-19 — Messiah on the Mount of Olives; nations worship
annually.

e Mt 19:28; Lk 22:29-30 — Apostles judging the twelve tribes in the renewal.



Acts 1:6—-11 — Expectation of kingdom to Israel; bodily return to the same locale.

Dan 7:13-14,27 — Son of Man receives dominion; saints possess the kingdom
under heaven.

Rom 11:25-29 — Future salvation of Israel in salvation history.
Rev 5:10 — “They shall reign upon the earth.”

Deuterocanon — Tob 13:11-18; Sir 36:1-17 — Prayers for Zion's restoration
among the nations.

Texts commonly raised against it

Jn 5:28-29; Acts 24:15 — One general resurrection (just/unjust) rather than
staggered resurrections.

1 Cor 15:23-28 — At His coming resurrection occurs and then “the end”"—no
obvious millennial gap.

2 Pet 3:10-13 — Day of the Lord = cosmic dissolution; hard to place a mortal
millennium after.

Mt 25:31-46 — Final judgment immediately at the Son’s coming.

Mt 12:29; Jn 12:31; Lk 10:18 — Satan already constrained; challenges a future
“binding.”

Heb 12:22-24 — Zion/Jerusalem presently heavenly, not a future earthly center.

Dispensational Premillennialism

(Israel and the Church distinct; future 70th week for Israel; often
pre-trib rapture; literal temple/land promises)



AN OUTLINE OF DISPENATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM
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Distinctive Features and Emphases

1. Dispensational premillennialism was popularized by John Darby, a member of the
Plymouth Brethren, in the 1830s and by Cyrus Ingerson (C.l.) Scofield, who
published Darby'’s ideas in the Scofield Reference Bible in 1909. Though it is
probably the most prominent view today amongst evangelical believers, it is
often criticized for its late development.

2. Though developed later, dispensational premillennialism is very similar to historic
premillennialism, except in a few ways.

a. Dispensationalists seek to consistently use a literal interpretation of
Scripture, including when considering prophetic passages. Historic
premillennialism, along with other eschatological systems, often
spiritualize eschatological passages, specifically Old Testament ones
considering Israel and Christ’s Davidic rule. For instance, it is common for
historic millennialists to see Christ’s Davidic rule being fulfilled in heaven,
as Christ sits at God’s right hand (cf. 2 Sam 7:11-16, Acts 2:34-36). Also,
they commonly view eschatological prophecies about Israel being fulfilled
by the church.

b. Dispensationalists maintain a strict distinction between the church and
Israel. Historic premillennialism, along with other eschatological systems,
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often believe a form of replacement theology, where they see the church
as replacing Israel or being the fulfillment of Israel. This is because some
Scriptures seem to equate the two (cf. Rom 2:28-29, Gal 3:29, 6:16, etc.).
Dispensationalists would argue that the term “Israel” always refers to the
physical posterity of Jacob, and never to the church. Therefore,
dispensationalists would view Old Testament covenants with Israel, such
as the land of Israel being theirs eternally (Gen 17:8, Dt 30:1-10), them
having a Davidic king with an everlasting throne (2 Sam 7:12-16), them
being regathered to the land, God forgiving their sins, them receiving a
new nature (Jer 31:31-34, Ez 36:24-28), and the nations of the earth
streaming to Jerusalem to worship the messiah (Zech 14:16-19), as
literally fulfilled by the ethnic Israelites during the millennium.

c. Another distinction that separates dispensationalists from historic
premillennialists is that they view the second coming of Christ in two
distinct stages. Christ will rapture his saints before the tribulation because
the tribulation is primarily to judge unbelievers (2 Thess 2:11-12, Rev
6:16-17) and purify Israel (Jer 30:7, Zech 13:8-9). Since the church is
promised to be delivered from God'’s wrath (Rev 3:10, 1 Thess 5:9), she will
not go through the tribulation, but instead, be delivered from it. To further
support this, they note how the church is continually mentioned in
Revelation 1-3, but never mentioned in Revelation 6-18, which detail the
tribulation period. Unlike Christ’s secret coming for his saints, his other
coming will be visible. He will arrive with his saints to judge the world and
establish his kingdom on the earth (Matt 24:30, Rev 19:11-15).

d. A final distinction that separates dispensationalists from historic
premillennialists is that they believe only believers will enter the millennial
kingdom because Christ will send all unbelievers to hell as described in
the parable of the sheep and the goats (Matt 25:31-46), the weeds and
wheat (Matt 13:24-30, 36-43), the net (Matt 13:47-50), and other NT
passages (2 Thess 1:7-10).

Texts used in support

e Dan 9:24-27 — Seventy weeks for your people/holy city; a future 70th week
focused on Israel.

e Jer 30:7 — “Time of Jacob's trouble”; Israel’s tribulational focus.
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e Zech 12-14 — Jerusalem at the center; Davidic kingship restored.

e Ezek 36-37; 40-48 — National restoration, land allotments, and a temple read
literally.

e Lk 21:24 — Jerusalem trampled...until times of Gentiles fulfilled.
e Rom 11:1-2,28-29 — Irrevocable gifts/calling to ethnic Israel; future reception.

e 1Thess 4:16-17; 5:9 — Rapture coupled with “not destined for wrath” (pre-trib
reading).

e Rev 3:10 — “Keep you from the hour of trial”; taken as removal before tribulation.

e Jn 14:1-3 — “| will receive you to Myself”; read as a rapture promise distinct
from return to earth.

e 1Cor 10:32 — Three groups (Jews, Gentiles, Church)—used to argue
discontinuity.

e Historical note (Deuterocanon) — 1 Macc 4 (temple rededication) illustrates
Jewish temple centrality, often cited to buttress literal temple expectations.

Texts commonly raised against it

e Eph 2:11-22; Gal 3:28-29 — One new man in Christ; Abrahamic seed realized in
Christ/Church—pushes against a hard Israel/Church divide.

e Rom 11:17-24 — One olive tree, not two parallel peoples.

e Heb 8-10 — Once-for-all sacrifice; a return to temple sacrifices (Ezek 40-48) is
theologically difficult.

e Mt 24:29-31 — Gathering of the elect after the tribulation; weighs against a
pre-trib rapture.

e 2 Thess 2:1-3 — Our gathering will not occur until apostasy and the man of
lawlessness appears.
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e Jn 17:15 — Jesus prays not to take His own out of the world but to keep them
from evil.

e Rev 20:4-6 — The first resurrection follows tribulational martyrdom,
complicating rapture/resurrection sequencing.

e Acts 15:14-18 (Amos 9:11-12) — Davidic restoration applied to Gentile
inclusion now, not deferred entirely to a future Jewish age.

e Col 2:16-17 — Feasts as shadows fulfilled in Christ—used to spiritualize texts
like Zech 14.

How to study

e Trace the argument’s hinge. Most debates turn on: (a) the reading of Revelation
20 (symbolic vs sequential chronicle), (b) the nature of the kingdom
(present/heavenly vs future/earthly), and (c) the relationship of Israel and the
Church (continuity vs discontinuity).

e Let the clear control the obscure. Anchor yourself in major didactic passages (1
Cor 15; 1-2 Thess; the words of Jesus) and use them to interpret apocalyptic
imagery.

e Hold the tensions honestly. Many texts bear genuine dual horizons (near/far;
earthly/heavenly); note where your reading assumes a harmonization.
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